


 How many of you are Roman Catholic? 



 How many of you are Roman Catholic? 

 How many of you grew up Roman Catholic?  



 How many of you are Roman Catholic? 

 How many of you grew up Roman Catholic?  

 How many have Roman Catholic Relatives?  



A Word About Hermeneutics: 

 

For Protestants, understanding begins with 
exegesis, and exegesis begins with a patient and 
humble listening to the text, with the willingness 
to hear an alien word…  
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“Dogma Appreciation 101” 

 
The Roman Catholic approaches Scriptures in a different way…. the Roman 
Catholic [theologian] starts with modern Roman doctrine, and then uses 
Biblical texts in such a way that they can seemingly provide support for those 
doctrines. [“Proof-texting”] 

 

“Theologians must always return to the sources of divine revelation: for  
it belongs to them to point out how the doctrine of the living Teaching 
Authority is to be found either explicitly or implicitly in the Scriptures  
and in Tradition.” -- Pope Pius XII, 1950.  

 

http://triablogue.blogspot.com/2011/11/roman-catholic-hermeneutic.html  
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About Me: 

 

Grew up Roman Catholic; Left; Came Back; Left 

 

Lifelong investigation of the differences, and 
why they matter 

 

http://triablogue.blogspot.com (1000 articles) 

http://reformation500.com (200 articles) 

 
 

http://triablogue.blogspot.com/
http://reformation500.com/


I. The Papacy 
II. Justification 

III. Church History 
IV. Vatican II 



 How many of you know who this guy is?  



Matthew 16:18: 

“And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” 
[“Proof-text”] 



880 When Christ instituted the Twelve, 
“he constituted [them] in the form of a 
college or permanent assembly, at the 
head of which he placed Peter, chosen 
from among them.”  

Just as “by the Lord's institution,  
St. Peter and the rest of the apostles 
constitute a single apostolic college,  
so in like fashion the Roman Pontiff, 
Peter's successor, and the bishops, the 
successors of the apostles, are related 
with and united to one another.” 

 

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a9p4.htm#880  
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881 The Lord made Simon alone, 
whom he named Peter, the “rock” 
of his Church. He gave him the keys 
of his Church and instituted him 
shepherd of the whole flock.  

“The office of binding and loosing 
which was given to Peter was also 
assigned to the college of apostles 
united to its head.”  

This pastoral office of Peter and 
the other apostles belongs to the 
Church's very foundation and is 
continued by the bishops under 
the primacy of the Pope. 

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a9p4.htm#880  

Note that Rome thinks this  
is part of the “ontological 
structure” of “the Church”.  
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882 The Pope, Bishop of Rome and 
Peter’s successor, “is the perpetual 
and visible source and foundation 
of the unity both of the bishops 
and of the whole company of the 
faithful.”  
 
“For the Roman Pontiff, by reason 
of his office as Vicar of Christ, and 
as pastor of the entire Church has 
full, supreme, and universal power 
over the whole Church, a power 
which he can always exercise 
unhindered.” 

 

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a9p4.htm#880  
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“Lumen Gentium” (Vatican 2) on “the hierarchy”: 

Christ, the one Mediator, established and continually sustains here on earth 
His holy Church, the community of faith, hope and charity, as an entity with 
visible delineation through which He communicated truth and grace to all.  

 

But, the society structured with hierarchical organs and the Mystical Body of 
Christ, are not to be considered as two realities …; rather they form one 
complex reality which coalesces from a divine and a human element. 

 

For this reason, by no weak analogy, it is compared to the mystery of the 
incarnate Word. As the assumed nature inseparably united to Him, serves 
the divine Word as a living organ of salvation, so, in a similar way, does the 
visible social structure of the Church serve the Spirit of Christ, who vivifies 
it, in the building up of the body. 

 



“Lumen Gentium” (Vatican 2) on “the hierarchy”: 

 

“Does it really do that?” 



J. Gresham Machen on “Critical Scholarship”: 

 

“The student of the New Testament should be primarily an historian. 
The centre and core of all the Bible is history. Everything else that the 
Bible contains is fitted into an historical framework and leads up to an 
historical climax. The Bible is primarily a record of events.” 

 

Conservative Protestants have nothing to fear from a study of 
history. The same cannot be said of the history of the papacy. The 
more we know about it, the more it crumbles.  

 

And of course, the papacy is foundational to all of the Roman 
church’s claims to its own authority. 

 
http://reformation500.com/2010/02/19/a-positive-view-of-christian-foundations/  
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Source: John M. Lenhart 
The Catholic Historical Review 
Vol. 14, No. 2 (Jul., 1928),  
pp. 266-272 
 



Oscar Cullmann (1952) 

Basel (SW) Reformed Seminary 

 

1. Exegesis of Matt 16:17-19 

 



Oscar Cullmann (1952) 

Basel (SW) Reformed Seminary 

 

1. Exegesis of Matt 16:17-19 

 

2. Traced Early Myths: 

 Simon Magus 

 “Founded Church at Rome” 

 “Bishop for 25 Years” 

 

 



Oscar Cullmann (1952) 

Basel (SW) Reformed Seminary 

 

1. Exegesis of Matt 16:17-19 

 

2. Traced 2nd Century Myths: 

 Simon Magus 

 “Founded Church at Rome” 

 “Bishop for 25 Years” 

 

3. Paul wrote Romans 56-58 AD;  
Peter was never mentioned.  
No trace of “succession” 

x 



Peter Lampe (1987) 

Lutheran: University of Heidelberg 

 

1. Romans 16 – 7-8 “House Church 
groups located. 
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Peter Lampe (1987) 

Lutheran: University of Heidelberg 

 

1. Romans 16 – 7-8 “House Church 
groups located. 

 

2. Paul went “First to the Jew…” 

 

3. Contemporary writer Philo 
identified 14 Synagogue Regions  

 



Peter Lampe (1987) 

Lutheran: University of Heidelberg 

 

1. Mapped Synagogues to Christian 
Cemeteries 
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Lutheran: University of Heidelberg 
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2. Identified Specific “Ecclesiastical 
Regions” 



Peter Lampe (1987) 

Lutheran: University of Heidelberg 

 

1. Mapped Synagogues to Christian 
Cemeteries 

 

2. Identified Specific “Ecclesiastical 
Regions” 

 

3. Compared these regions with 
“Tituli” church records from 4th and 5th 
centuries 



Peter Lampe (1987) 

Lutheran: University of Heidelberg 

 

Conclusion: “Presbyterial System of 
Governance” (not “Presbyterian”) 

 

Monarchical Episcopacy 
identifiable by 190 AD 



Klaus Shatz (1996) 

Gregorian University in Rome 

 

1. Peter was a major figure in the 
Gospels and History 

 

 



Klaus Shatz (1996) 

Gregorian University in Rome 

 

1. Peter was a major figure in the 
Gospels and History 

 

2. Was there a “Petrine office” in 
early church history? No. 

 

 



Klaus Shatz (1996) 

Gregorian University in Rome 

 

1. Peter was a major figure in the 
Gospels and History 

 

2. Was there a “Petrine office” in 
early church history? No. 

 

3. “Development” completed by 
the Fifth Century (Leo 461). 

 



Rome Before Christ: 
 

War occupied a central place in the civic and religious structure of 
many city-states, but this was especially true of Rome. 

 

By the fourth century (BC), Rome had evolved a pattern of warfare 
that centered on campaigns taken almost every year, a level of 
intensity and regularity that is unique among ancient city-states. 

 

In the process, warfare came to be deeply entrenched in Roman 
political and religious life., shaping the highest offices as well as the 
lives and careers both of the community’s leaders and of its citizens. 



135-150 ad: the church at Rome is ruled by a plurality of presbyters who quarrel about status and 
honor.  
 

(Shepherd of Hermas). “They had a certain jealousy of one another over questions of 
preeminence and about some kind of distinction. But they are all fools to be jealous of one 
another regarding preeminence.” 

 
235: Hippolytus and Pontianus are exiled from Rome by the emperor “because of street fighting 
between their followers” (Roger Collins, citing Cerrato, Oxford 2002). 
 
258: Cyprian (Carthage/west) and Firmilian (Caesarea/east) vs “Pope” Stephen: “Tradition differs 
from Jerusalem” … “boasts” … claims from Matt 16 “ridiculous” … 
 
306: Rival “popes” exiled because of “violent clashes” (Collins) 
 
308: Rival “popes” exiled because of “violent clashes” (Collins). 
 
325: Council of Nicaea: Alexandria has authority over Egypt and Libya, just as “a similar custom 
exists with the Bishop of Rome.” The Bishop of Jerusalem is to be honored.   
 
http://triablogue.blogspot.com/2012/07/on-church-authority-as-harmful-impulse.html  
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Takeaways: 

 Must Claim Ties to Peter: “Petrine Ministry” 

 “Ontological Structure” of the Church 
 

 Historical study is very clear 

 Both Protestants and Catholics understand the history 

 

 



Calvin describes the relationship of “the papacy” to “the Church”:  
 
 

[We] are to call back godly readers from those 
corruptions by which Satan, in the Papacy, has 
polluted everything God has appointed for salvation 
(Institutes, 4.1.1., Vol 2, pg 1012). 
 
http://triablogue.blogspot.com/2014/08/calvin-entire-church-is-polluted-by.html 

 





In the final analysis, the Roman Catholic Church affirmed at Trent 
and continues to affirm now that the basis by which God will 
declare a person just or unjust is found in one’s “inherent 
righteousness.” …  

 

In bold contrast to that, the biblical and Protestant view of 
justification is that the sole grounds of our justification is the 
righteousness of Christ, which righteousness is imputed to the 
believer, so that the moment a person has authentic faith in Christ,  
all that is necessary for salvation becomes theirs by virtue of the 
imputation of Christ's righteousness.  

 
From R.C. Sproul, “Is the Reformation Over?” 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/reformation-over/ 

 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/reformation-over/
http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/reformation-over/
http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/reformation-over/


The fundamental issue is this:  

 
Is the basis by which I am justified  
a righteousness that is my own?  

 

Or Christ’s righteousness? 
 

 
From R.C. Sproul, “Is the Reformation Over?” 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/reformation-over/ 
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The fundamental issue is this:  

 
Protestantism: Acts 16: 

 

Then he brought them out and said,  
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  

 

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved, you and your household.” 

 

 
 



The fundamental issue is this:  

 
Protestantism: Jeremiah 23: 

 

Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be 
saved, and Israel will dwell securely.  

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 

 
 



Protestantism: Romans 3:21: 
 
For by works of the Law no human being will be justified in  
his sight. But now, a righteousness of (from) God has been 
manifested apart from the law...through faith in Jesus Christ" 
(3:20-22).  
  
Luther referred to these verses as "the center of the whole Bible."   
Martin Lloyd Jones called it "the most important and crucial passage in the whole of 
Scripture."   
 
Leon Morris said it is "possibly the most important single paragraph ever written." 
 
http://michaeljkruger.com/the-most-important-passage-in-the-whole-of-scripture/  
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Sanctification: Through Justification, we are free to:  

“Love God, Love our neighbor” 
 Family 

 Church 

 Vocation (Work) 

 Mercy 

 Civic Duty 

 Personal Holiness 







Inherent Righteousness, Roman Catholic-Style: 

“Ye Must”: “The Precepts of the Church” 
 Attend Mass, Sundays and “Holy Days of Obligation” 

 To miss Mass attendance is a mortal sin! 

 Confession once a year 

 “Receive the Eucharist at least during Easter Season” 

 “Observe the days of fasting and abstinence” 

 “Help provide for the needs of the church” 

 

CCC 2041: 
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p3s1c3a3.htm#2041  
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The fundamental issue is this:  

 

“The Reformers’ forensic understanding of 
justification ... the idea of an immediate divine 
imputation [of righteousness] renders 
superfluous the entire Catholic system of the 
priestly mediation of grace by the Church.”  

 
(Bruce McCormack, What’s at Stake in the Current Debates over 
Justification, from Husbands and Treier's Justification, pg 82.) 



“Where did 
this come 
from?” 



Seven 
Sacraments 
1100’s;  

Council of 
Trent, Sixth 
Session, 1547 



868 The Church … 
proclaims the fullness 
of the faith.  
She bears in herself 
and administers the 
totality of the means of 
salvation.  

She is sent out to all 
peoples.  

She speaks to all men. 
She encompasses all 
times.  

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a9p3.htm#868  
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Summary: Notes on Early Christian Worship: 
 “Lord’s Supper” was an actual meal 

 Greek [neo-Platonic] and Gnostic Philosophies  
 (spirit is good, flesh is evil) 

 Tertullian, 3rd century: “Mysterium”  
 (first use of “Sacramentum” as a term) 

 Ambrose (397): first “metabolic change of elements” 

 Radbertus vs Ratramnus  
 (Luther vs Zwingli in the ninth century) 

 Aquinas, “Substance and Accidents” [Aristotle] 

 “Treasury of Merit”: Bonaventura, 1274 

 



Regarding Early Christian Worship: 
 

(Liturgy, “the Eucharist”): 

 

“We know much less about first three 
centuries than we thought we did.”  
 

– Paul Bradshaw, “Search for the Origins of Christian Worship” 

 

Writing on Roman Catholic certainty on “the Eucharist in the early church.” 

 





The “Yadda-Yadda” Version of Church History: 

• Jesus died in 33 AD 
• Yadda-Yadda 
• Reformation 1517 
• Yadda-Yadda 
• Liberalism and Today 





Prior to the 

“Great Schism” 

430-450 

Alexandria 
“Coptic” Churches 

“Persia” 
“Nestorian” Churches 

Augustine and  
“Donatist Churches” 

Where are the  

“Centers of Gravity” 

Of Christianity?  



What finally divided the early church, East from West,  
Asia from Europe, was neither war nor persecution, but  
the blight of a violent theological controversy, that raged 
through the Mediterranean world in [the early 400’s]…  
 
It came to be called the Nestorian controversy, and how 
much of it was theological and how much political is still 
being debated, but it irreversibly split the church not only 
east and west but also north and south and cracked it into 
so many pieces that it was never the same again.  
 
(Samuel Hugh Moffett, “A History of Christianity in Asia”, Maryknoll, MN: 
Orbis Books ©1998, pg. 169) 



Conquest of Islam 

600-1200 AD 

Islam 

Islam Islam 

Keep in mind, there are still 

Christians and Churches in 

these areas. 





A Couple of Points about Nestorianism: 
  
In their desire to refute these [early heretical] views, the church fathers overstated their own case and 
sometimes were inaccurate about what was taking place, especially when it came to treating all heresies as 
coming from a singular root, whether it was back to Simon Magus or calling most of these movements Gnostic 
(Wisse 1971; Beyschlag 1974). Scholarly consensus exists on this point (Harrington 1980). (Source: Darrell 
Bock, “Missing Gospels”, 2006). 
  
* * *  
  
On Easter Sunday in 429, Cyril publicly denounced Nestorius for heresy [over the term “Christotokos” vs 
“Theotokos”]. With fine disregard for anything Nestorius had actually said, he accused him of denying the 
deity of Christ … Cyril [of Alexandria] showered Nestorius with twelve bristling anathemas … As tempers 
mounted, a Third Ecumenical Council was summoned to meet in Ephesus in 431 …  
  
[The council of Ephesus was] the most violent and least equitable of all the great councils. It is an 
embarrassment and blot on the history of the church. … Nestorius … arrived late and was asking the council to 
wait for him and his bishops. Cyril, who had brought fifty of his own bishops with him, arrogantly opened the 
council anyway, over the protests of the imperial commissioner and about seventy other bishops. …  
  
[Cyril’s hired thugs] acted … as if it was a war they were conducting, and the followers of [Cyril] … went 
about in the city girt and armed with clubs … with the yells of barbarians, snorting fiercely … raging with 
extravagant arrogance against those whom they knew to be opposed to their doings, carrying bells about the city 
and lighting fires. They blocked up the streets so that everyone was obliged to fee and hide, while they acted as 
masters of the situation, lying about, drunk and besotted and shouting obscenities.… (Source: Moffet 174). 



A Couple of Points about Nestorianism: 
  

Orthodox Bishop Kallistos Ware: “The Church of the East has never 
held to the heresy attributed to Nestorius … Indeed, Nestorius 
himself did not hold the Nestorian heresy”.  
 
(see http://www.oltv.tv/id518.html Clip One) 

  
* * *  
  
1994 Common Christological Declaration  (Rome with the Assyrian churches):  

 
“We both recognize the legitimacy and rightness of these 
expressions of the same faith (“Theotokos” and “Christotokos”) and 
we both respect the preference of each Church in her liturgical life 
and piety.”  
 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/chrstuni/documents/rc_pc_chrstuni_doc_11111994_assyrian-church_en.html  
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“There is only one church” 
 - A.A. Hodge, “Evangelical Theology” Princeton, 1886 

“Is Christ Divided?” 
 - Paul, 1 Corinthians 1:13 



“Church History Made Easy” 

Synchronic 

Diachronic 

Synchronic 

“There is only one church” 
 - A.A. Hodge, “Evangelical Theology” Princeton, 1886 

“Is Christ Divided?” 
 - Paul, 1 Corinthians 1:13 



Jesus  
33 AD 

Luther 
1517 

Trinity 
325-381 

East/West 
1054 

Christological 
Debates,  

Great Schism 
381-451 

Vatican 2 
1965  

Apostles,  
New Testament 

33-90 AD 

Persecution 
Power 

Struggles 

Medieval Church 
Scholasticism 

Aquinas 
d.1274 

“Pope Leo” 
461 

Great 
Schism 

 2-3 popes, 
1378-1417 

Augustine 
d. 430 

Tridentine Church 
Latin Mass, Vatican 1 

Infallibility 
1870 

Reformed 
Orthodoxy 
1560-1750 

The Non-existent  
Early Papacy 



Takeaways about Church History: 
 

 There is only one church 

 “Diachronic” and “Synchronic” a good way to understand 

 Importance of geography 

 Exaggerating “Heresy” 

 Never a “Unified Church Under the Pope” 

 We should not sweep this history under the rug. 
 
BUT THAT IS WHAT ROME TRIES TO DO. 

 





 How many of you are Roman Catholic? 



 “No Salvation Outside the Church” 



 “No Salvation Outside the Church” 

 Cyprian (258) 

 Augustine (430) 

 Pope Gregory (603) 

 Fourth Lateran Council (1215) 

 Council of Florence (1442) 



 “No Salvation Outside the Church” 

 Cyprian (258) 

 Augustine (430) 

 Pope Gregory (603) 

 Fourth Lateran Council 1215 

 Council of Florence (1442) 
… 

 Pope Pius IX “not the ‘invincibly ignorant’” 



 “No Salvation Outside the Church” 

 Cyprian (258) 

 Augustine (430) 

 Pope Gregory (603) 

 Fourth Lateran Council 1215 

 Council of Florence (1442) 

 Pope Pius IX “not the ‘invincibly ignorant’” 

 Vatican II: “Reformulated Positively …  
This affirmation is not aimed at those who, through no fault of their own, do not know 
Christ and his Church ... but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and, moved by 
grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it through the dictates of their 
conscience - those too may achieve eternal salvation. – “Pelagianism”. 



 “The Sacrament of Salvation” 
 

 “the church not only signifies but helps to bring 
about the salvation of everyone who is saved” 
 

 the catholicity of the church consists in the fact that 
the universal offer of grace involves a relationship 
to the church on the part of every human person—a 
relationship, to be sure, that will vary according to 
the response each person makes to God’s grace… 



 How many of you are Roman Catholic? 
 

 You, according to Rome, are saved because “the Roman 
Catholic Church” is the “universal sacrament of salvation”  
 

 “All grace of salvation is not only ordered toward [the 
Roman Catholic Church], but in some way comes from 
and through the [Roman Catholic] Church.”  
 

 As a sign and instrument of all salvation, the church is not 
merely the goal toward which grace is directed, it is the 
channel or medium through which grace is given.  
 

 You are in a “certain, though imperfect communion” 
already with the Roman Catholic Church. 
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2. Major Themes: “A System”: 

 “The Church’s Self-
Understanding” as “the Ongoing 
Incarnation of Christ” 

 “Nature/Grace” 
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Gregg Allison 

Southern Baptist Seminary, KY 

 

1. Follows De Chirico’s Method 

 

2. Just Released!! 

 

3. Comprehensively addresses  
the 1992 “Catechism of the 
Catholic Church” 

 



Questions and Answers 

 

“I don’t know everything,  
but I know how to look it up!” 


